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The Rescuer

GIVING ¢,
THANKS "¢

FOR YOU!

INSIDE: Donald
is counting his
blessings this fall.
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Rockford Rescue Mission shares hope and help in Jesus’ name to move people from homelessness and despair toward personal and spiritual wholeness.



Overflowing with thankfulness... for you!

A Message from Ann Dittmar, Chair, Board of Directors

Most of you are aware that the
Mission is actively searching for a
CEO to succeed Sherry Pitney. Sherry
announced her impending retirement
back in January 2025. She gracefully
agreed to stay on during the search, which has taken
longer than any of us expected. The reason for the delay
is simple: The Lord has not yet sent us the right person.
From beginning to end, the Bible has much to
say about the value of patience. In Colossians 3:12,
the Apostle Paul writes: “Therefore, as God’s chosen
people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience.”
Those qualities exemplify Rockford Rescue Mission.
In prayerfully searching for our new CEO, it would
have been easy to settle, to hire someone who wasn’t

a perfect fit and then hope for the best. As the Board
of Directors, we know we can’t do that. The Mission is
above all a ministry, and this means we need alignment
on core beliefs, mission and values. Quite literally, lives
are at stake.

We also know that when God brings the right person
He will make it clear. Meantime, the Mission continues
to minister every day and night to precious people in
great need. Whether you are a donor, a volunteer, a
prayer partner - or all three - thank you. Your impact is
immeasurable.

Partners in hope,
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Ann Dittmar
Chair, Board of Directors

TAKE ACTION!

How Will You Get Involved This Fall?

Donate essential items!

To see our urgently needed items, visit
O rockfordrescuemission.org/needslist

Join us as a volunteer!

From food that stocks our pantry shelves to warm clothes
that comfort weary neighbors - every item you give helps
provide life-saving care for our community. And you can
even spread the joy of giving by hosting a donation drive!

CREATE YOUR OWN

FUNDRAISER!

There are endless ways to make a difference
for our neighbors in need! Here’s how you
can get involved:

W Participate in a 5K or fun run and
collect pledges

W Honor someone special with a tribute
gift in their name

W Host a yard sale this fall and contribute

)

We’d love to see you at the Mission. Sign up to serve a
meal, lead a class or share a message at a chapel service.
There are many ways you, your family, friends or church
can volunteer with us this fall!

the earnings to the Mission

W Crafty? Sell your handmade goods

and donate the proceeds
To learn more, visit

8 rockfordrescuemission.org/volunteer

Become a monthly giver!

Join other faithful friends who share monthly as a Hope
Giver! Start giving monthly this fall to provide
a steady stream of support for our neighbors
during our busiest season.

W Show off your culinary skills and host a
bake sale for the Mission

W Ask friends and family to donate in lieu
of birthday, holiday or wedding gifts

Visit our fundraising page under

.. €« » 1 !
To learn more, visit Give Help” on our website to learn more!

O rockfordrescuemission.org/givemonthly
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“| learned to
believe in

myself.”
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D onald’s childhood memories are filled with snapshots
of happy times, like weekends at the lake with family.
“It was the best of the best,” he shares with a smile. His
grandfather was a huge part of his life - teaching him to golf,
mow a lawn and how to be a man of character.

Sadly, those good years didn’t last. Unable to work after
some health challenges, Donald’s father turned to alcohol
for escape. “Abuse came along with that,” Donald recalls.

The resulting emotional wounds followed Donald into
adulthood. A devastating divorce pushed him to numb his
own feelings with alcohol. Then, the death of his father
compounded his grief. For years, alcohol remained his
greatest battle. “l was terribly lonely, and that can destroy
a person.”

During one of his lowest points, Donald experienced
a moment of clarity. “l knew what | needed to do to get
help, and | understood it would a lifelong journey.” He
made the decision to come to Rockford Rescue Mission,
and everything began to change.

Donald committed to our Men’s Life Recovery
Program, where Christ-centered classes helped him work

through old behaviors and shame. A renewed faith gave
him afoundation he hadn’t had in years. “l came here as an
alcoholic - that’s what | was. By the grace of God, | found
out who | really am.”

The Mission helped me find a new
meaning for my life.

>

While at the Mission, Donald enjoyed giving back by
volunteering at the Mission’s Thrift Store, assisting with
donation pick ups and restoring picnic tables for the Men’s
Crisis Center. He also discovered something unexpected:
he’s an artist! He has since filled sketchbooks and built an
intricate Popsicle-stick replica of the Mission itself.

Because of you, Donald is experiencing
Thanksgiving in a whole new way this year... with
a fresh perspective on life and a heart of gratitude.

“Thanks to the Mission, | learned | can do anything,

accomplish anything, achieve anything... if I just believe.”

NO ONE SHOULD FACE HUNGER ALONE.

MEALS NEEDED BY SEPT. 30!

When someone is hungry, nothing else matters. Once
that need is met, they can begin to rebuild their life -

to find shelter, seek restoration and take steps toward lasting change.

September is Hunger Action Month - and your chance to make sure no one has to face

hunger alone.

Just $2.44 provides a nourishing meal that offers relief and hope when it’s needed most.

Share your gift to help hungry neighbors today

Cean o take action now!

OR give online at rockfordrescuemission.org.




Some Gifts Are Meant to Be Shared

Allen Levi challenged himself to write a full-length novel. After accomplishing his goal, he put the manuscript in a drawer and
moved on to the next thing.

At the suggestion of friends, Allen self-published the book, titled Theo of Golden, in 2023. Word spread about this story of
generosity, faith and connection. By early 2026, it reached #1 on the New York Times bestseller list. The pet project Allen once put
aside has resonated with countless people.

If you’ve been saving money in a donor advised fund (DAF), consider this your invitation
to pull it out of the metaphorical drawer and make a difference today. Here’s how:

1. Remember your “why.” You had a vision when you started your DAF. Refocus
on those plans and priorities.

2. Give today. Discover what your favorite ministries are doing that align with your

vision, then make a DAF gift to transform lives right now.

3. Create a plan. Your DAF giving can continue after your lifetime. List Rockford
Rescue Mission as a beneficiary of your DAF account and provide ongoing support
for our work.

INVEST IN SAVING LIVES! ?

Make a lasting impact for our neighbors in need... while experiencing benefits for you and =
your family! Don’t forget about these special giving opportunities before the year ends.

IRA Charitable Rollover Donor-Advised Funds (DAF) For more information,
Are you 73 or older? If so, you can save on A DAF acts as a charity savings account that please contact Ted Tomita,
taxes while meeting your IRA’s Required  you can use to send money to the Mission. Chief Development Officer,
Minimum Distribution! A gift from your  If you put money in today, you’ll get a tax at tedtomita@

IRA is considered a Qualified Charitable deduction for 2026. The money sits in the rockfordrescuemission.org
Distribution (QCD), so it’s not taxableincome. ~ fund and can grow tax-free! or (815) 965-5332.

** This material is not intended as legal, tax or financial advice. Please consult your own attorney, CPA or advisor for personalized guidance.

SPEND ADOLLAR. CHANGE A LIFE. [t iarismalicbesien i

Shop for a Great Cauce!

and antiques await the discerning shopper... all at bargain prices.

Drop off or shop with us at 2710 2oth Street in Rockford
(just south of Harrison Avenue & 20th St.)! We’re open from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Donations can
also be dropped off from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Donations are tax-deductible. All proceeds not only raise
money to support the Mission, but also provide work experience
for men and women in our recovery programs and clothing for
those who are homeless.

For more information or to arrange a pickup of furniture,
please call (815) 316-0607.




